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Mini-camp   Cederberg 22 to 29 September 2007

Routes and descriptions

There is a choice of 5 options, each with its own unique character.
Option 1

A six day traverse from Pakhuispas (Northern Cederberg) to base camp at Driehoek. 

This route is for the very fit. You have to carry your tent, sleeping bag, food and clothes for all seasons. The route is generally on paths but some deviations are made.  The highlight is Krakadouw Peak (1745m) with its magnificent views, rock formations, and maze of cracks.   You will overnight at the top.  From here a very interesting summit route is followed to Boontjieskloof, Skerpioenpoort, Crystal Pools and finishes with a final night on top to Table Mountain (1969m).

22 Sept - Arrive at Driehoek.  Book in.  Over-night

23 Sept. Day 1:  Shuttle to Pakhuispas.  Hike to Heuningvlei. Overnight. 

24 Sept. Day 2:  Climb Krakadouw Peak and over-night at the top.

25 Sept. Day 3:  Hike to Boontjieskloof and over-night.

26 Sept. Day 4:  Skerpioenpoort, Crystal pools and over-night at Engelsmanskloof

27 Sept. Day 5:  Hike to Tafelberg and over-night on top

28 Sept. Day 6:  Descend to Driehoek and over-night at base camp 

29 Sept.  Break camp and home.

Cost:  2 nights in Base Camp (22 and 28 September)
R60.00

          5 nights in Wilderness (23 – 27 September)
R350.00

          Transport from base camp to start
R50.00

           Extras
R40.00

            Total for Option 1
R500.00

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Option 2
A four-day circular route in the Southern Cederberg.  You need to be reasonably fit for this route. You have to carry your tent, sleeping bag, food and clothes for all seasons.

The highlights of the route are Duiwelsgat with its indigenous trees.  Sneeuberg (2027m) the highest peak in the Cederberg.  One of the few places where you find the Snow Protea (Protea Cryophila).  (Climbing Sneeuberg is optional). The Maltese Cross (a rock pillar of 20m with aF3 grading). 

22 Sept.  - Arrive at Driehoek.  Book in.  Over-night

23 Sept. Day 1:  Shuttle to Uitkyk pass. Hike via Duiwelsgat to Sneeuberghut. 

24 Sept. Day 2:  Climb Sneeuberg (Optional). Visit the Maltese Cross and sleep over at Bakleikraal.

25 Sept. Day 3:  Follow the Hex River and camp at Kruis River

26 Sept. Day 4:  Cross the mountain at Suurvlak se Kloof.  End the hike at Algeria.

            Get transport back to Base camp. 

27 Sept. Day 5: A rest day.  Visit Die Stadsaal and the Wine Cellar at Dwarsrivier.

28 Sept. Day 6: Day hike to Wolfberg Cracks and the Arch.

29 Sept.  Break camp and home.

Cost:  4 nights in Base Camp (22, 26, 27 and 28 Sept)
R120.00

          3 nights in Wilderness (23, 24 & 25 Sept)
R210.00

          Transport 
R30.00

           Extras
R40.00

          *Permit for Arch and Stadsaal
R68.00

           Total for Option 2
R468.00

*Wild card holders do not pay for day hike permits.   They do pay R10.00 for access to private land – Dwarsrivier to get to the Cracks and the Stadsaal.

Option 3

Two routes in Central Cederberg (3days) and Southern Cederberg (2days).

The highlights: Over-night on top of Tafelberg (1969m) with its bizarre rock formations and endless views. Crystal Pool via the beautiful Engelsmanskloof.  Sneeuberg (2027m) highest peak in the Cederberg and one of the few places with where you find the Snow Protea (Protea Cryophila).   The Maltese Cross (a rock pillar of 20m with aF3 grading).   

Please note: There will be exposure to heights as you climb the last few meters of Table Mountain with the help of a chain and at the top of Sneeuberg (no chain)  

22 Sept - Arrive at Driehoek.  Book in.  Over-night

23 Sept. Day 1:  Start at Welbedacht and ascend Tafelberg and over-night. 

24 Sept. Day 2: Descend Tafelberg. Hike to Crystal Pool via sleeppad en Engelsmanskloof. Over-night.

25 Sept. Day 3:  Return to Driehoek via Grootlandsvlakte on jeep track.

26 Sept. Day 4:  A rest day.  Visit Die Stadsaal and the Wine Cellar at Dwarsrivier.

27 Sept. Day 5:  Start at the Oak Tree and hike to Sneeuberg Hut.  Overnight.

28 Sept. Day 6:  Climb Sneeuberg and visit Maltese Cross.  Overnight at Base camp

29 Sept. - Break camp and home.

Cost:  4 nights in Base Camp (22, 25, 26 and 28 Sept)
R120.00

          3 nights in Wilderness (23, 24 & 27 Sept)
R210.00

           Extras
R40.00

          *Permit for Stadsaal
R34.00

           Total for Option 3
R404.00

*Wild card holders do not pay for day hike permits.   They do pay R10.00 for access to private land – Dwarsrivier to get to the Cracks and the Stadsaal.

Option 4

Consists of day hikes with Driehoek as base camp.  

Highlights:  Imposing monolithic formation of the Maltese Cross, Uitkyk Peak.   Wolfberg Cracks:  The faint hearted should take the fist crack, which is wide and easy to walk.  The more adventurous can do the second crack. (Not for oversized people as you have to force your way through at places)  It is an incredible experience.  The Wolfberg Arch is a must to see. On route the landscape with its eroded sandstone will leave you in wonder and amazement.   There is a lack of water so please carry water with. 

The Stadsaal caves with San Rock paintings.  The Wine Cellar at Dwarsrivier.  

22 Sept - Arrive at Driehoek.  Book in.  Over-night

23 Sept. Day 1:  Start at Dwarsrivier to Maltese Cross and back via Oak Tree return to Base camp 

24 Sept. Day 2: Start at Dwarsrivier to Wolfberg Cracks and The Arch, return to Base camp - take water!

25 Sept. Day 3:  A rest day with options like visiting the Wine Cellar at Dwarsrivier and Die Stadsaal.

26 Sept. Day 4:  Start at Driehoek. Day hike to Die Rif (a natural fountain) on to Welbedacht cave and return.                      

27 Sept. Day 5:  Shuttle to Algeria and hike to the Waterfall and a Ceder Forest. Return to Driehoek.

28 Sept. Day 6:  Day Hike to reasonably unknown Uitkyk Peak with sandstone formations and maze of cracks.

29 Sept.  Break camp and home.

Cost:  7 nights in Base Camp  
R210.00

           Extras
R40.00

           *Permits Maltese Cross, Arch and Stadsaal
R72.00

           Assess of land – Dwarsrivier
R20.00

           Transport
R40.00

           Total for option 4
R382.00

*Wild card holders do not pay for day hike permits.   They do pay R10.00 for access to private land – Dwarsrivier to get to the Cracks and the Stadsaal.

Option 5

Consists of two hikes with a rest day at Driehoek  base camp in between.  

Highlights:  Exploring the central range of the Cederberg for the first excursion starting and ending at Algeria. This is followed by a ‘rest’ day with a visit to the Stadsaal caves and San Rock  paintings as well as supporting the excellent wine cellar at Dwarsrivier. The second hike utilizes the Breekkrans property of the MCSA as a base and some of the interesting peaks close by will be visited : Apex as well as Breekkrans Twins. You have to carry your tent for this option.
22 Sept - Arrive at Driehoek.  Book in.  Over-night

23 Sept. Day 1:  Start at Algeria and hike to Crystal pool via Middelberg

24 Sept. Day 2:  Return to Algeria via Engelsmanskloof, descending at Sleeppad hut Grootland to Uitkyk with  a final walk along the river to Algeria. The group will be fetched to return to Driehoek for the night.
25 Sept. Day 3:  A rest day with options like visiting the Wine Cellar at Dwarsrivier and Die Stadsaal.

26 Sept. Day 4:  Start at Kromrivier to hike into the Breekkranskloof (MSCA property). The camp will be setup close to the Breekkrans Twins.

27 Sept. Day 5:  Climb Apex Peak as well as the Breekkrans Twins with daypacks. 
28 Sept. Day 6:  Return to Kromrivier where the group will be fetched to overnight at Driehoek.

 29 Sept.  Break camp and home.

Cost:  4 nights in Base Camp  
R120.00

           Extras 
R40.00

           1 night in wilderness area
R70.00

           Permit for Stadsaal caves
R34.00

           Transport
R40.00

           Total for option 4
R384.00

Option 6

There are various Rock Climbing opportunities with  Driehoek as a base (e.g. Cederberg Tafelberg).

More information on request.  

