To : MCSA (Central Committee)

Re : Feedback from two months on the road in India exploring the 

        potential for Rock Climbing over December 2005 and January 

        2006.

I would like to start by thanking the Magaliesberg Section of the MCSA for selecting both myself and Jason Gillman as recipients of the 2005 inaugural SuperTramp Award.

This report is presented in a more technical manner and summarises many of the interactions between us and the climbing fraternity in India.

Please refer to my article in the 2006 MCSA journal, attached document, for a more descriptive impression of our wanderings in this awe inspiring land.

We had compiled a fairly rough itinerary based on places that we were interested in exploring and visiting from both a climbing and cultural point of view. 

I had made e-mail contact with a local climbing store in Mumbai called AVI Industries, before our departure from Cape Town. 

We arrived in Mumbai on the 16th of November 2006 and took a day or two to become acquainted with our wild new reality. We soon made contact with Avinsh, who is co-owner of AVI industries, a local climbing equipment supplier, and discussed the local climbing scene and the areas of possible interest to us. From this initial contact we began to establish which areas would be worth exploring. Two young climbers, Viraj and Guaron, joined us and Jason and I were easily coaxed into staying with a man affectionately called 'Bong' in Belapur, a new suburb on the outskirts of Mumbai. We were warmly received by Bong and his brother who shared a very small apartment, filled to the brim with gear of all descriptions. Bong, Mr. Abjit Burman, was the president of the local climbing club called Girivinar. 

We stayed with them for a few days, enjoying some of the local bouldering and sport climbing, on Basalt Rock, as well as climbing with many of the club members. A wonderful group of jovial people. One of the members mentioned to us that he had in fact made contact with Ed February some time back.
Bong also expressed interest in making contact with the MCSA and establishing a link with his club. I did forward all the contact details to him, but am unsure if he has made contact. 

He also organises an annual outdoor climbing competition, which is attended by local climbers from all over India as well as some foreign climbers. He puts much time into the organising and has been able to secure sponsorships from international climbing equipment manufacturers.
At the end of our journey we visited Bong again to share our experiences and to say thanks and farewell. It was only then that we discovered that he was actually quite a high profile climber, having summated Everest and made attempts on Shivling and Nanda Devi.
After this wonderful introduction we headed for Mt. Abu to sample some granite slab climbing, but the crags that were recommended were disappointing. An interesting feature though of the recommended crag was the use of painted arrows and markers on the rock to indicate the routes direction and where anchors needed to be placed.

On our final day there we met a local climbing instructor called Kapil Tenger, who gave us a quick tour and introduced us to the Mountaineering Institute of Gujarat, an organisation that was established in the 1960's. This was unfortunate as we had run out of time, and this area turned out to be better than what we had anticipated.  
This Institute conducts climbing courses for youths, for the military and other mountaineering clubs from across India. There are approximately 75 slab style routes on the surrounding granite outcrops with top rope anchors and a large painted number on each. There was also a small crag with some cracks that they use for aid climb training. We were able to do some excellent free climbing, with traditional gear on the cracks.
Curiously enough, rock climbing in India is done predominantly on artificial walls. The majority of the local climbers climb recreationally on these beautiful international quality walls, which are found in major centres across the country. There are also numerous competitions that are conducted on these facilities. The reason for this is the generous backing of the government to promote the sport as a means of upliftment and education. It is seen as an activity that has the right attributes to provide excellent life skills to all who partake. So it is enthusiastically encouraged with youth camps and through schools.
After a short visit to Delhi and some cultural exploration we made our way down to Bangalore, the capital city of the South. There we came across a climbing store called Wild Craft, who manufacture and sell their own equipment, which includes bouldering pads, some backpacks and clothing of good quality. A local climber there by the name of Rajesh drew a few topo maps for the local climbing areas. 
The south was a big draw card as the general landscape is dotted with large granite domes and farmland where ever you look. Our first stop was a small farm, approximately 50kms south of Bangalore, that was owned by a friendly hospitable Indian named Timmana Guriyapa. We were generously accommodated, while Jason and I attempted the bolted slab routes on the nearby domes. These bolted routes and the vast majority in India are bolted by foreigners, mostly by the adventurous spirits of the French and Germans. 
Rock climbing was free of charge and unrestricted in all the areas that we explored, the only place that we had any trouble was here at Ramnagaram where we were accosted, by some local monument officials, for not having permits. But no one had informed us of these and even the local police before the incident, when we enquired, said that it was fine if we climbed there.

Savandurga was our next stop a few hours by bus from Ramnagaram. This was a small town located around a Hindu Temple at the base of a gigantic granite Batholith; there was a small bull (nandi) shrine on top, which attracted pilgrims to make a long walk up the side. The accommodation and amenities was very basic consisting of an empty room connected to the town hall and a dodgy public ablution facility on the other side of the building.

The first shared 100m pitch of several of the bolted routes on this rock was unprotected, making for rather unnerving simul-climbing. We only managed to climb one route, but this in itself was immaculate. The best granite slab route I've ever climbed and I think Jason would agree. We set some time to explore some of the neighbouring rock out crops, as we had spotted some cracks, but the thick bramble like thorny scrubs hindered any attempt to get even remotely close. Thorny bushes and undergrowth was something, which we experienced all over India and generally obstructed our exploration of new routes and crags.
After returning to Bangalore we took a short train ride to Hampi and the climax of our trip. Hampi is a world renowned granite bouldering area and is also a popular tourist spot as many old ruins and temples are located here from the Virjayanagar Empire. Accommodation and food here was inexpensive and comfortable. We had finally found paradise; our lodging was just two minutes walk from the endless boulder field. We stayed at a resort called the Goan Corner that also supplied us with a bouldering pad at no additional cost. There was a rough bouldering map/guide for the area, which a German climber compiled a few years before as he had been coming to Hampi for the past 10 years.
It took our fingers some time to adapt to the excruciatingly sharp granite here, but once they had formed thick leather-like pads and we could hold on, Hampi's great allure became apparent. The quality of climbing here was incredible, and our grades improved dramatically. Jason unfortunately incurred a number of injuries in our time here and was unable to climb as much as I think he would have liked to. 
The rock is characterised by sharp crimper, rough sloper grips and predominantly of face and arête climbing. 

We met many foreign climbers in our time there from England, Slovenia, France, Finland, Austria, Germany and Spain. For a number of these climbers this was an annual pilgrimage to come and climb here, due to the low cost, excellent climbing and perfect weather. Everyday was exactly the same hot and slightly humid. There is endless scope here for bouldering routes as the rocks lay scattered as far as the eye can see.
A few weeks later we moved on to Badami, another well know climbing area. The climbing here, however, was on sandstone, which afforded something more familiar to us as it was more reminiscent of the local Cape Town sandstone and the Cederberg. Here we found a small motel with decent facilities. 
The climbing was also a 10 or 20min walk away and offered spectacular sport routes on steep beautifully formed rock. A few of the climbers in Hampi joined us here. We were able to do some wonderful steep, well bolted sport routes, a day or so of bouldering and a handful of fun scenic traditional routes. There is still more potential for climbing routes here.

A short stay in Arambol in Goa finished off our journey in style, soaking up the Indian sun and swimming in the warm flat ocean. 

In conclusion: this was a most amazing experience and one which has sparked a deep desire to expand my horizons even further. With these beautiful memories and inspiration in mind I would like to thank the MCSA once again for choosing both Jason and myself to represent you on the inaugural SuperTramp award Expedition. I hope that this report has adequately informed you of all the relevant details of our experiences in India and should you require a more flowery version, please consult the 2007 Journal for my article relating to this trip.  
We did find that an attempt at such an all encompassing journey only scratched the surface of potential for further exploration of rock climbing on the Indian Subcontinent and recommend future travellers to explore further regions of the country.
Recommendations: Take as much time as you can to explore the part of the 



country you are in. Travel in one region, rather than trying
                              to cram in a bit of everything. The experience is just as  

                              awe-inspiring whether in a small range or large.

Yours Sincerely

Guillaume du Toit                                                                         20 June 2007
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