EXPEDITION DATA : SA CHOGOLISA EXPEDITON 2004

Country / Place: Pakistan, Karakoram

Mountain & Route: Chogolisa by NW spur to plateau and then North face

Time: 2nd July to 21st August 2004

Air travel: 2 days

Time in Islamabad: 2 days

Road travel: 2 days

Time in Skardu: 1 day

Travel to Askole: 1 day

Walk to BC: 7 days including 1 rest day

Establish ABC: 9 days

Climbing period: 10 days

Clean mountain, Dismantle ABC and repack: 6 days

Walk out to Hushe and drive to Skardu: 6 days

Time in Skardu: 1/2 day

Road travel: 2 days

Time in Islamabad: 1 day

Air travel: 1 day

Team:

Ian Bailey (South Africa)

Linda Daffue (South Africa)

Fran Hunziker (South Africa)

Ulrike Kiefer (South Africa) (climbing leader)

Harry Kikstra (Dutch)

Cecilia Rademeyer (South Africa) (expedition doctor)

Andre Schoon (South Africa) (official leader)

Marian Slot (Dutch)

Anthony van Tonder (South Africa)

Robert Zipplies (South Africa)

Weather conditions:

Mixed, lots of fresh snow for days in a row

Route conditions:

Fair, deep snow at times, getting very soft later in the day

Total Cost for whole expedition: R 307 000.00

Air ticket pp: R 8 250

Local transport per group: included in agent’s fees

Freight of equipment and food: R 23 950

Accommodation:  in Pakistan included in agent’s fees, Dubai R230pp

Visa and permits: R 450 for visa pp plus USD 2500 for climbing permit

Liaison officer fees and equipment: fees USD 795; equipment R 5 700

Agents fees: USD 2340pp

Porters: included in agent’s fees

HA food: R 6015 from SA plus a little bought locally

Medical equipment: R 2 200

Fuel: USD 324 for gas plus USD 210 for paraffin

Static Rope: R 2 500

Snow Stakes: R 500

This does not include personal equipment or clothing.

Equipment:

Climbing Ropes: 8x 50m

Static Ropes: 500m

Snow stakes: 27

Ice screws: 30

Pitons: 25

1 small set of rock gear

Snow shovel: 3

Tents: 18

Gas Stoves: 4

Liquid Fuel Stoves (MSR): 6

Epi-gas containers @ 250g x 36 (bought in Skardu)

Paraffin: 25ltr (bought in Skardu)

2-way radios: 4 Kenwood radios plus 8 batteries

Satellite Phone: 1 Thuraya (no permit needed in Pakistan)

HA-Food: 168kg from SA, 10 kg from Nederland, 10 kg bought in Islamabad

hyperbaric pressure bag: 1

Local Agent:

Vista Tourism; competent and helpful. 

Their contact address is: vista@vista-tourism.com
Insurance:

We all joined the Austrian Alpine Club, Section Britannia, to get their standard insurance. This covers helicopter evacuation anywhere in the world and was the most cost-effective solution we could find. The Pakistani army however still insisted on a USD6000 deposit contrary to the written instructions we had received earlier. The army maintains a rescue service up to the top of the Baltoro (4600m-5000m).

Permits:

Any peak higher than 6500m requires a climbing permit issued by the Ministry of Tourism. The cost for a peak between 7501m and 8000m was USD 2000 for the first seven members plus USD250 for each additional member. This includes a 50% royalty fee discount by the government for 2004. An expedition climbing above 6500m also needs to pay and equip a liaison officer who is appointed by the army.

