International climbing meet 15th to 23rd March, 2003

This meet can was a great success. We had 24 guest climbers from Britain (12), Belgium (7), Switzerland (2), Canada (1), India (1) and New Zealand (1). From within South Africa we had 29 bookings, 5 from Gauteng, 3 from Eastern Province, 2 from Stellenbosch, 1 from Hottentots and 18 from Cape Town, plus 1 ”hut warden” from Gauteng.

Everybody was able to climb each day at different venues. Climbing parties went to Hell Fire, Karbonaartjies Kraal, Montagu, Kleinwinterhoek, Du Toit’s Peak (Renaissance), Paarl, Muizenberg, Table Mountain and Milner. Due to the rather unstable weather few climbers attempted long country routes. We also had two kloofing trips, one to Riviersonderend and one to Elandspad. Both were very much enjoyed. The second weekend was unfortunately washed out by rain and no climbing was done. 

We had two social evenings with slide shows at the Du Toit’s Kloof Lodge, on Saturday and on the following Tuesday. The Saturday show gave an introduction to Western Cape crags; on Tuesday we saw slides of other African mountains and some European crags.

The braai on Friday night was much appreciated and the speed, by which the food disappeared, was proof of a very active week.

Despite the rather rainy weather everyone taking part enjoyed this week. South Africa impressed our guests and many said they would return for more climbing. Bonds were formed, addresses exchanged and some special days shared by like-minded people. I am sure, everyone went away a little richer. We are all looking forward to more meets of this kind.
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